WELCOMING ADVICE

TO:
Each Student Expert Witness

FROM:
IAAI and the Class Facilitator

RE:
IAAI EXPERT WITNESS COURTROOM TESTIMONY COURSE

Welcome and thank you for participating in the IAAI Expert Witness Courtroom Testimony Course.  We believe that this course will rank as one of the very best classes that you have ever taken.

This course is designed to prepare you to testify as an expert witness in a fire case.  Unlike many other courses that you may have taken, this class requires extensive work prior to class and is taught at a college level.  Working with your instructors, attorneys, and classmates will be fun and exciting, in addition to comprehensive, fast-paced, intensive and educational.

You will step into the shoes of a fire investigator who examined a residential fire scene, collected samples, received a lab analysis, and concluded an arson fire was set in Mr. Roberts’ living room.  XYZ Insurance Company relied on your opinion to deny the insured’s damage claim.  Mr. Roberts sued the carrier in federal court where you are now called to testify as a fire expert.

Open your disc immediately.  On the day you receive your disc review the Student Course Preview, the Student Subpoena, and Student Directions for your Pre-Class Assignments.  Make a calendar of your obligations.  Also, verify that your Student Disc is complete (check the table of contents) and be sure your disc opens properly.  The disc requires Microsoft Word and Power Point programs.

Part B of your Student Disc contains your case materials, including investigation report, witness statements, diagrams, photos, and a photo log.  You have also been provided an evidence transmittal letter, and lab analysis.  Two evidence cans, a blow-up of the diagram, and each photo will be available in court.

Part C of your Student Disc contains Student Assignments which must be completed in the time frame set forth in each Pre-Class Assignment.  You are expected to email some assignments prior to class.  It is important to complete each assignment on time.

Your first assignment on creating your CV is due 3 weeks prior to class.  Your Court Testimony Plan, your Court Exhibits, are due 2 weeks prior to class.  You will email your Court Testimony Plan to the Facilitator.  You also must bring your Court Exhibits to the morning session of the Student Lectures on Day One.  Many successful class graduates reported spending 30 hours or more on the Pre-Class preparation.  They advise that preparation is the key to success.  So plan ahead and pace yourself.  The sooner you start the better you will do.  Review the Course Preview on your disc today.

The IAAI and your Facilitator are ready to assist you during the weeks prior to the actual class.

Please email the IAAI designated instructor, and/or your Facilitator upon receipt of your Student Disc and confirm that you have read these instructions.  Their contact information is contained in your Subpoena.

Use your 
Facilitator and the IAAI as a resource.  Also, conduct independent study on the internet or at libraries.  You are expected to apply SFPA 921, NFPA 1033 and Kirk’s Fire Investigation. The information contained in the Student Disc will also help you complete your assignments more easily.

The first day of class will be lectures based on the important handouts which are contained in the Student disc, and on the slides in Pre-Class Slides.  After class, you will meet with your Direct Examination Attorney and finalize your Courtroom Testimony Plan.  You will testify in court on Day Two.  You will present your Position Paper and self evaluation in class on Day Three which ends around noon.  During the week of class you will have homework assignments each night, so do not schedule other activities.

We want you to succeed!  The case facts are designed to present a challenge to you, but we believe you can and will do well if you start today.  When you have completed the course, you will have increased confidence in your abilities and will know how to prepare for courtroom testimony.  This is your one true chance to test yourself in a real court setting.  Only if you apply yourself 100% to this class will you be able to truly evaluate your abilities and learn for future cases.

Good Luck.
