Estimating a Fire Loss
The following figures are provided by the insurance industry and can be used as a general rule of thumb for estimating a fire loss.

Typical Living Room –

Damage removal / Demolition = $8,000.00 approx

Restoration / Repairs = $8,000.00 (10K – 12K for upper end homes)

Contents = 30 – 40% of the restoration costs (50%+ in upper end homes)

Typical Kitchen – 

Damage removal / Demolition = $6,000.00 - $8,000.00

Restoration / Repairs = $10,000 - $15,000.00 ($25,000 - $50,000.00 in upper end homes)

Cabinet repair / Restoration = $5,000.00 - $10,000.00 low end; $15K – 20K upper end.

Contents = 30 – 40% of the restoration costs.  (50%+ in upper end homes.)

Bathrooms –

Damage removal / Demolition = $6,000.00 - $8,000.00

Restoration = $6,000.00 - $8,000.00

Bedrooms – 

Damage removal / Demolition = $5,000.00

Restoration / Repairs = $5,000.00 - $7,000.00

Total Loss – 

$110 - $120 per square foot.  (check with a realtor for actual market values)
Contents = 30 – 50% of structure value.  (Could be much higher in upper end homes)

Manufactured Homes – Manufactured home structural values can vary significantly depending on the age and condition of the home.

Roof Damage – 

$110 per square (10x10 = 100 sq ft = 1 square)

Truss and framing damage is additional

Equipment Costs – 

Note:  In addition to square footage costs, you must factor in any special equipment needs.  This would include scaffolding, lifts, fall protection etc…

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS WHEN ESTIMATING FIRE DAMAGE

1. If any part of the framing has more than a 1/4inch of char it will need to be replaced vs. sanding and sealing.

2. If roofing trusses or framing are charred beyond repair, then part of the roof will need to come off in order to complete the repairs.  (If weather is a factor, the structure may need to be tented during repairs).

3. If floor joists are charred, decking and underlayment will need to be taken out in order to replace damaged joists.

4. When estimating content values, high value contents such as antiques need to be acknowledged in order to establish and accurate loss value.  If available, generally the building owner will have a clear estimated value of such high value items.

5. Determining the type of fire is essential in determining the scope of repairs.  Wet smoke and protein fires often cause little visible damage, but often require substantial repairs due to the embedded odor.

6. The make-up of the structure must also be taken into consideration.  Historical homes, hi-tech buildings, structures that are rare and unique require additional investigation prior to estimating loss values.

7. Pay attention to advertisements for the prices of furniture, electronics, and other personal property in order to determine loss value of contents.

8. Are the walls pressurized?  If so, all drywall will need to be removed and cavities will need to be
